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Y@y ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING SUMIMARY
5 5 December 21, 2021
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As set forth In the Amerlcans with Disabilltles Act of 1990, the City of Stonecrest will ssist citizens with speclal needs glven notlce (7 working
days) to participate In any open meetings-of the City of Stonecrest. Please contact the City Clerk's Office via telephone (770-224-0200),

*Meeting will be held virtually via wiew.zoonr.cont, Citizens wishing to make a public comment can

submit thelr questions via emuil address Lillian.Lowe@s tonecresiga.goy, Commenis must be received
by noon the day of the hearing in order to be read at the hearing,

L Callto Order )
Chaitman Erica Williams called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM.

IL  Roll Call o
Chairman Williams called the roll. Ms. Sonja Hicks, and Mr, Michael Armstrong were present.
Ms. Louise A]exanc{ier, and Ms, Gwen Green were absent. There was a quorum,

Planning & Zoning Director Jim Summeibell and M. Carl L. Christie, Esq., Fincher Denmark,
LLC, were present. :

IIL  Approval of the Agenda 7
Chairman Williams, called for a motion to Approve the Agenda. Mr. Armstrong motioned to
APPROVE, Ms. chks seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously APPROVED.

IV.  Minutes:
Chairman Williamsicalled for-a-motion to Approve the Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
Minutes Summeary dated September 21, 2021, M. Armstrong'motioned to APPROVE, Ms.
Hicks seconded the motion, The vote was unanimously APPROVED.
V.  Old Business: None

VI. New Business:
1. Approval of the 2022 Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting Schedule
Chairman Williams called for a motion. M. Armstrong motioned to APPROVE the 2022
Zoning Boaxd of Appeals Meeting Schedule. Ms. Hicks seconded the motion, The vote
was una_nimous'ly APPROVED.,

2 Pub]ic’Hea:‘illg(s):

LAND USE PETITION: V-21-004

PETITIONER: Variable Steel Unlimited, LLC _

LOCATION: 2813 South Stone Mountain Lithonia Rd, Stonecrest,
GA 30038

CURRENT ZONING: M (Light Industrial)
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PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT: Request to-encroach nite the side-yard setback,

Planning & Zoning Directo Jith Summerbell presented PETITION V-21-004. On
December20, 2021, M. Summetbell, the Gity Engineer and Senior Planner walked on the
site with the applicant-aid their neighbors. Togethey, the-group-came up with the followiiig
recommended conditions for the case, if'thie Bosid agiees to giait it;

(1) That the coiisiuiction of the 294 square feet addition to the pincipal building conforms to
the site plan dated December 20,2021, foi Vaviance application V:21-004, by the
Vaiable Design Gioup. ’ .

(2) That gutters and downspouts bie installed on thié new building addition, and that the
existing guttei's and downspouts on the south side of the building be repaired.and
improved, f9 ensure that wates sunofffiom the roofis divected down to the drainage ditch
system alohg South:Storie Mountain Lithoniia Road, and not diractly onto neighboring
property.

(3) That the feie along the south side of the building:be replaced and impitoved; to soreén

 the conveyor system associated witli the plasma.cuttér fioin view:

@ Th..a.t?Stormwater runoff from the construction will conform to the requirements of state
and 10¢4l stormwater regulations before issuance ofa certificate of occupaney.

T Staff 3t¢coi11§nxt;xzde:ci APPROVAL of PETITION V-21-004 1o:besubject o the above
fonr mentioned gonditions.

The applicant’s tepresentative, Attoitiey Bethérd Knight, spoke on behalf of Variable Steel
Utlliited, LLC'and sliswed a RoweiPoint (ATTACHMENT ). Attorhey Knight inbroduced
M. Jésse Tillman and his Team that woiks at the metal fabrication business. They get in steol
beams, and they do things with them, but it is all indoors and none of it involves emissions, There is
nogequirément for an BPD pérmit because this business has no emissions, and work is doné inside a
building, It is classified as Light Industrial. There is a survey. The topogtaphic lines meaning is that

you-gota s’f@éi)_-' slope, If it is a relatively flat ares, then you see the topoguaphic lines, 5 feet distance
tiom edch other. -

There are strings of businesses up and down South:Sfone Mountain Lithonia Road, Ratidall Road, and
the gravel ioad. Several bisiiessés to the north and south have water and stormwater problems, and
storinwater drainage problems. It has nothing to do with any of the businésses there. It is an oveisight,
a failuiie of the county. Design an adequate stormwater drainage system for the area to begin with and
thienmdintain it. Whatever ditch system they have out there, and the problem that you get is, you get
hit by stormwater drainage from roads.

“The staff lias been out to thie site aid inspected it a couple.ofitimes, includinig yesterday (Deceinber
-20, 2021). Seetlie letter from Mr. Tom Udell, the city enginest addiessed the diainage issies. This
patticular new installation that we ate proposing, a plasma culter, and the dust collector figures, is not
going to add to the stormwater problems, and probably make things a little better by improving the
guiffer system on the existing building.

Attorney Knight continued to speak on the details depigted on that map andthe existing tinin
building which liag bean tlieie forever. My Tillman did not build it; so it is 1ot oh hiifi, The problem
is thedark slanting line js acfually the wall or the building line. The dashed line that you see is
actually where the:20-foot line, between the boundaty; and that dashed line is the existing building
that is already encroaching into the 20-foot:setbiack aréa, just a couple of inches. But when we talk to
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you about encrogchment variants, we are asking for a maxionim of 19 feet at 8 inches that already has
built into it. The additional couple of inches of the: cxisting building, which otherwise is Grandfather.

Attorney Knight stated that at the CSX railroad switchyard area, there is a lot of heavy industry
around the switchyards to make a lot 6f noise, Our installation is not going to add to the noise
situation, The property borders Mr. Tillman's property, and right‘to the north is a Tire Company. The
Allen property is to the South at 2825 ‘South Stone Mountain Lithonia Road. Thee are two separate
buildings on that property and a fence is on the boundary ling between the two properties, Even if
there were going to be problems with acsthetics or problems with noise from the new. plasma cutter
installation, they are really remarkable devices. T hey do not use fossil fuels, there ave no toxic
emissions fiony them. Electrically chiarged supei-heated gases are fashioned into a toich flame, which
in turn actually can cut very iftricate patterns and designs into a steel beam. It can do a whole lot of
things with great precision. Sometimes the plasma cutter is referred to as a robot; it does it without

having a human being there.

Attorney Knight continued speaking on the aerial view, the Allen’s building, the south side and the
lime green area, the-existing:main building, and the proposed addition to the building,

After the 10 minites allotted; the Secretary called time, and Attorney Knight asked for more minutes
to finish the presentation,

Chairman Willialps-grallted and additional siiinute to Attorney Knight,

Attorney Knight ¢ontinued speaking about the plasma cutter and stated that it will not harm the Allen
property or other nearby businesses or residence. The gas is not toxic emissions, Much lower than any
of thic surfounding it uses. Thenoise levels-will be congistent with near uses, The appearance will be
consistent with existing stormwater; drainage issucs aie common to the area; the plasma cutter will
not cause new water-from the roof of the addition; and will be piped to the south. The new fence will
be installed on the south side of the of the main building and is the only feasible location.

The Chairman asked for those in suppott to speak, There-were none.
The Chairman asked foi those in opposition to speak. There were twa:

Spoke-in-person: Mr. William and Mis. Faith Allen spoke in opposition. Mts. Allen asked to delay
the heaving until next month, inordei to have more time to investigate and get answers, The followin g
reasons-for a delay are: '

1) We were only given a notice 13 days-ago.of this heaiing. Jim'Summerbell, Keedia Jackson,
Mr, Bernie Knight, and M. Tillman met us out there yesterday.

2) We have more questions than we have answer's now, since we met them, )

3) We are concerned about flooding. In addition, Mr. Tillman added to his building in2019, and
it caused our tenants to leave and cost us a lot of money to repait. They say it is not going to
cavise any. wate, but we did have flooding from his last edition, which he has since removed,
and we have nof had any problems since, 7

4) We need fo check on that. Want to get somebody out there that kivows whit they are doing to
look at his plans and give us advice. We would like an outside opinion.

5) Additionally, when we were looking at this before and I know Mr. Wheeler is no longer with
y'all. It is supposed to be zoned M-2 and we brought that up yesterday., '

6) We feel like this is a metal fabrication company and Stonecrest Municipal Code even states
that metal fabrication is an M-2 zoning instead of a light industrial and heavy industrial.

7) There is ahother thing we would like to get check on is the zoning with somebody else, to see
whiat they: think. You know Chris Wheeler is 1o longer at Stoneerest. We would liko to have
an opinion on the zoning.
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8) Ifitis light- mdl@slual and heavy industrial, I mean speak now or foyeyer hold your peace. Is
the.covered conflict in thio plans that they submilfed? Ifshows lhat gonerete i§ covered. We
asked Mr. ng11t about it, and he said it was:a play on words that it means that it was
lemfmcéd We'did some résearch on that, like he'told s fo. do, anid-that is inot-what it means.
When lh¢ cut concigte was covered, we got flooded. We want to make swe that the new plans
are: subimtted do not show that concrete covered. Because that is what flooded us.

"The Chairman agked ifthere wete anyohe else in opposition? Attorney Knight raised his hand.

The Chaivingi. asked where.are we:on the time? 1 know that.Attoriey Knight daes not have any time

left, but fhere inay be some tiine left betweei. support-and dpposition, The Secletary replied, “We-
liive 6:26 minutes left for-opposition.

The Chairman: turned ‘the-floor over to Attgrney Knight and/oy Mi. Sumnierbell to address those
quéstions;

Attomgy Knight stafed that this is an area wide: pmblem. Ttisniot just cavsed by-anything on Variable
Stéel’s pxopelty Vauible Steslis: domg an dddifion to a hilding that-will not ineréase the amouiit of
imperyious service, Whatev‘m riioffis: luﬁmg a_t:conmete TIOW, wﬂl be the-saine amount from the
Huture; and thatis partly j _]ust why We piita condition there about the gutter and the.downspouts.
Makmg Sui'e: that‘anythmg coming: off that g dowi towaid the 1ond, Hopefully;inthe
commg yems, ﬂle cou HOVE: ’rhe.dltdh system on ﬂmt:oad and y maintain it

as We go forward; We think that will be:atlequate giid from tie drainage standpoi, this will not
exaceibale the problem

Attorney-Knight- Stated 1h
‘business Wasfheay'
‘was withdiawn;.
vatiance and wh

at Mr; Whegler made a mistake when he mltially thought-that this soit of
hq:was;i;gt;n Fillinan to repressiit him'afiéisthe-application
long-diseussion. with ‘Mt Wiceler. The key thing is approval of this

at was offemd is conditioned on substantial compliance with the site plan.

The Chairman as‘lged ifthere wéie aity inore.comments?

Withi 3:20 miintes rémaining, Mis. Allen requested to speak. The Cliairivian fiiriied the floor over to.
Mis. Allen.

Spoke-in-person; Mrs.:Allen stated, “1-wiant to kiow: about the Zoning - on- thts property.. a metal
fabiicafor is M2 mdustual .is not zoned heavy mdustual

The Chaitman. asked for-a motion to-close the public: lleaunghefme going iito discussion.

M. Aiifistiong’ metlonqd ‘to-closethe public: ieating. Ms. Hicks secoiided the motion. The vote was-
wianimously APPROVED.

The Chaitman‘asked for d motion.

Ms: Hicks niotioned t6 DEFER PETITION V-31 )04 UNTIL NEXT MONTH (JANUARY 18,
2022) TO GIVE: THE OPI’OSING P RTY MORETIMETO GET THE QU'ESTIONS
ANSWERED, Mr, Aunstlong segonded this nofion. The vote was:02:01 and FATLED, Mr.

Ar mstwng and. Ms Hicks vofed YEA TO THE DEEFERAL.. Chﬂllmml Wllhams voted NAY'TO
THE DEI‘ERRAL “Thie viote.was Gt unanimons:

Chairman Williams imade.a motion to reconsiderthe motion to APEROVE: tite. applicant’s
application, Thezewas o, motmn by ‘M. Almshong and:Ms, Hicks, The motion to reconsider the
motion to APRROVE {he: appl icant’s applicatioil FATLED AND WAS TABLED UNTIL
JANUARY 18; 2022,
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VIL  Public Comments: The Secretary, Lillian Lowe, did not receive any public general comments to be read.

VI  Adjournment
The vote was carried unanimously to adjourn the mesting at 7:09 PM, M. Armstrong motioned to
adjourn the meeting. Ms. Hicks seconded the motion.

Visit the following link to view the meeting: 1221 21 Zoning Board of Appeals 6:00pm -You'Tube
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